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Award of the Lalande Prize to Professor Barnard. 

The Lalande prize of the Paris Academy of Sciences was 
awarded to Professor Barnard on December 19, 1892, for his 
work in Astronomy, especially for his discovery of the fifth 
satellite of Jupiter. E. S. H. 

Observations of the November Meteors in the 

Hawaiian Islands (Government Survey, 

Honolulu, H. I.), January 4, 1893. 

Professor Edward S. Holden, Director Lick Observatory — 

Dear Sir : It may interest some of your astronomers to know 
that a shower of meteors was observed here on the 23d of 
November last. The meteors came at about an average of one 
per minute from 7 to 9 P. M, It was quite cloudy and hazy, but 
the divergent point was somewhere near Aries, or about over- 
head at that time, and the largest part of the meteors fell 
toward the southeast and southwest quadrants. They were 
small and attracted little attention, as the weather was very 
cloudy all that week. 

The meteors of August, 1891, were few in number but very 
brilliant. Yours truly, 

Curtis J. Lyons, 
Assistant in Charge of Office. 

' ' Astronomical Journal Prizes. 

"A gentleman, earnestly interested in the development and 
progress of astronomy in his native land, has authorized the 
editor of this journal to offer two prizes for resident citizens of 
the United States. 

He expresses the hope that it may be possible to offer similar 
prizes in subsequent years, although only two are proposed at 
present, the requisite amount for these having been placed at the 
editor's disposal. 

They will be known as Astronomical Journal Prizes, and will 
be given either in money or in the form of a suitable gold medal 
of the value of two hundred dollars, with the remainder, if any, 
in money, at the option of the recipient. 

The awards will be made by a commission of three judges, to 
be selected from American astronomers, and their names to be 
announced in due time. 
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The prizes now offered are for researches tending to advance 
our knowledge of cometary orbits, and are these : 

I. 

For the observer making the best series of determinations of 
the positions of comets during the year ending on the thirty-first 
of March, 1894, a prize of two hundred dollars. The conditions 
to be considered in the award will be the accuracy of measure- 
ment and reduction, the number of the observations and their 
judicious distribution along the geocentric paths, and the prompti- 
tude of their publication. To equalize the claims of observers, 
due allowance will be made for the different optical powers of the 
telescopes used. Also, since there seems to have been a tendency 
to neglect such comets as are observable only in the morning, 
regard is to be had, in the award, to the especial usefulness of 
observations made at inconvenient hours. 

II. 

For the best discussion of the path of a periodic comet, with 
due regard to its perturbations, of the kind ordinarily known as 
the definitive determination of the orbit, a prize of four hundred 
dollars. The investigation must, however, have been made 
within the two years next preceding 1894, September 1 ; and the 
manuscript (which will be returned to the author) transmitted, 
not later than that date, to some one of the judges. 

In these awards it will be left to the discretion of the judges to 
decide whether in case of uncertainty on account of nearly equal 
claims of two candidates, either of the prizes ought to be divided. 
Also, in case that either award should not, in their opinion, be 
fully justified, they will be authorized to withhold the same ; in 
which event it will be offered again, under the same conditions, 
for the next ensuing year. 

Should similar prizes be offered in the coming year, it is 
intended that one of them shall be for the best series of determina- 
tions of maxima and minima of variable stars during the years 
1893 and 1894." 

The commission of judges designated for the award of these 
prizes consists of Messrs. Asaph Hall, Seth C. Chandler, 
Lewis Boss. 

Two additional prizes are hereby offered, for the year 1895, 
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subject to the same conditions as were prescribed for those of the 

year 1894. 

I. 

For the observer making, by Argelander's method, the 
best series of determinations of maxima and minima of variable 
stars during the two years ending 1895, March 31, a prize of two 
hundred dollars. A principal basis for the award is to be the 
extent to which the determinations will contribute to our better 
knowledge of the periodic variables, by furnishing the largest 
number of maxima or minima of the largest number of stars, 
having especial regard to stars whose characteristics are at pres- 
ent not very well known. 

II. 

For the most thorough discussion of the theory of the rotation 
of the Earth, with reference to the recently discovered variations 
of latitude, a prize of four hundred dollars. . The manuscript 
(which will be returned to the author) is to be transmitted to 
some one of the Judges, not later than 1895, March 31. 

Works Issued by the Lick Observatory. 

It is intended to issue, at irregular intervals, two series of 
works, the first, in quarto, to be known as Publications of the 
Lick Observatory; the second, in octavo, to be known as Con- 
tributions from the Lick Observatory. Occasional pamphlets, 
such as No. 2 below, may not be included in either series. At 
the end of every book, a list of all the works issued will be given, 
for the convenience of librarians and others. 

For the sake of uniformity, Nos. 3 and 4 below will be 
counted as Contributions Nos. 1 and 2. ' 

1. Publications of the Lick Observatory of the University of 
California, prepared under the direction of the Lick Trustees by 
Edward S. Holden, Volume I, 1887. Sacramento, 1887, 410. 
[Containing a brief history of the Observatory, with descriptions 
of the buildings and instruments ; observations of double stars by 
S. W. Burnham, 1879, of the transit of Mercury, 1881, by 
Messrs. Floyd, Holden and Burnham, of the transit of 

Venus, 1882, by D. P. Todd ; meteorological observations by 
T. E. Fraser, 1880-85; and Reduction Tables for Mt. Hamil- 
ton, by G. C. Comstock.] 

2. Suggestions for Observing the Total Eclipse of the Sun on 
January 1, 1889, by Edward S. Holden. Printed by authority 



